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Librarian Report 
MEMBERS..... The bound books listed below are missing from the Library and cannot 
be traced to the person who borrowed them. 
If by chance you have one or more of these please return them to the Library and 
cross off the relevant number on the list attached to the door.  Gary Hansell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

        
 
 
It’s that time again and by the time this report is published the A.G.M will be over and 
we will be set for another busy year. 
The building in the park is still an ongoing thing but we hope it will be finalised shortly 
as there is a large amount of timber that needs storing. 
The new lathes are in and are working very well. The new batch of students are due 
after the school holidays. I wish all the mentors all the best and thank them very 
much for volunteering for this very satisfying time. 
Canberra Stitches and Craft Show will be on us before we know it and then shortly 
after that Newcastle. Another thank you to everyone going as these demonstrations 
add more to our Charity to help the kids out while they are in hospital. They also help 
to let people know about our Club and what we do. 
A short one this time, so thanks to everyone who has helped out one way or another 
during the year. 
Happy Turning           
BOB YOUNG 
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President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Paul Collins and David 

Searle 

Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Paul De Belle 

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:  

Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer: Fiona Deane 

Librarian: Gary Hansell 

Editor: Ron Fathers 

ron1947@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh 

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwen 

Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au 

Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine 

Trainers: Graham Dawes and Rod Brown 

Shop Managers:  

Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  

Graham Dawes (JP) 

Welfare Officer: Eddie Catford 

If you have any problems or information 

concerning the club please contact any of 

the above committee members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm     $5 

Friday Nights:  5pm – 9pm        $3 

 

Third Saturday of the month: 

9am – 3pm                           $5 

18th July 

15th August  

19th September 

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984 

 

Ladies Day – Second Saturday of 

the month:   $5 

8th August 

12th September 

10th October 

Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the 

month: 

From 9:30am (Lunch included)  $6 

16th August – Darryl Smith 

20th September – Alan Phelps 

18th October – Ron Gibbs 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Second Tuesday of the month – 

7pm 

14th July 

11th August 

8th September 

13th October 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Michelle 
Rowland MP,   The 
member for 
Greenway, for her 
continued support 
which includes the 
printing of this 
newsletter 
 

 

 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items also 

available  

 

Shop Trading Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    : 12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Paul Collins and Bob 

Young for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood for Sale 
Members don’t forget that we have 

lots of wood for sale out the back.                       

The varieties are: African Olive, 

African Yellow wood, Swamp 

Mahogany, Camphor, White Cedar, 

London Plane, Jacaranda, Tallow 

wood, Silky Oak.  

For more information ask the 

convenor for the day.   

    

  

 

mailto:Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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Happy Birthday to all our members this month. 

We hope you have a great day with many more 

to come. 

Rob Buckwell  Richard De Groot 

Ian Frith   Ashley Grant 

Tony Hartmann  Chris Hawkins 

Michael Jones  Denis Keane 

John Kostrzewa  Dave Matthews 

David Mitchell  Don Nixon 

Robert Peterson  Jennifer Reynolds 

David Thurairatnam Akram Zaki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to all our new members this month. 

We hope your stay is both long and rewarding 

Danny Klajman  Timothy Huckits 

Lizzie Mitchell  Alfred Kaldass 

Zealeasha Ball  Shane Yeaman 

George Dennis-Smither 

Club Badges 
If anyone hasn’t received their 
name tag yet or if you need a new 
one, please let me know and I will 
make you one when I can. 

Jimmy Singh 
 

Welfare 
As I attended the club over the last month I was advised 
that there had been several members, wives and family 
who had been in hospital along with other illnesses. As I 
was not informed of these occurrences at the time it was 
hard to acknowledge them by sending a card and do 
apologise but hope they are well on the way of recovery. 
It is important to be informed if you know a member is 
unwell as I am sure it does help. The feedback from the 
members in the past has always been very positive and 
appreciative. 
 
Again in the last month there has been a member’s 
brother who has passed away and to him and his family 
we extend our sincere sympathy from the Executive and 
members. 
 

Eddie C 

 

 

 
 

August 
 Stitches and Craft Show - Canberra – Wednesday 5th 

to Sunday 9th 

 Stitches and Craft Show – Newcastle – Wednesday 
12th to Sunday 16th 

 

September 
 Bidwill Blokes Breakfast – Chifley College – 

Wednesday 2nd - 8:30am to 11am 

 St Marys Spring Festival – Saturday 5th - 8:30am to 
4pm 

 Linnwood House – Sunday 13th – 9am to 4pm 

 Wisteria Festival – Saturday 19th and Sunday 27th 

 Cabramatta Moon Festival – Sunday 27th 
 

November 
 Linnwood House – Sunday 8th – 9am to 4pm 

 Trend Timbers Open Days – Friday 13 and Saturday 
14th – 9am to 4pm 

 
Any members interested in going to these events 
please put your name on the clipboards at the club 
 

MEMBERS – WE REALLY NEED MORE 
CHARITY BOWLS! So PLEASE make as 
many as you can  
 

Lost 
Recently one of our new members 
left her turning smock at the club 
one Friday night.  It was left under 
one of the small Woodfast lathes in a 
plastic shopping bag. She has only 
worn it a couple of times and is 
hoping someone has picked it up by 
mistake and taken it home. So if 
anybody has it could you kindly 
return it to your convenor so we can 
get it back to the owner!        
    Editor 
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Lathe Tool Boxes and Lights 

Each meeting Members are reporting the ongoing problems with lathe 
tool boxes and lights. These problems include: 
 

1. Tool boxes placed too high for some members. 
2. Members failing to vacuum tool boxes at end of day. 
3. Members departing the club without first getting their tool box 

checked and locked by the convenor. 
4. Members failing to report lost and/or damaged tools. 
5. Members failing to turn off lathe lights. 
6. Members moving tools from lathe to lathe. 

 

These issues are being addressed as follows: 
Tool boxes are progressively being relocated. Where the lathe is mounted 
on the bench the tool box will be a draw under the bench. Where the 
lathe is free standing it will be positioned at the nearest convenient 
location. 
 

Members are again asked to be more diligent with respect to items 2, 3, 4 
and 5. The new lathe lights are fitted with a transformer and must be 
turned off at the power point when not in use. Failure to do so will result 
in the transformer being burnt out. 
 

Tools should not be moved from lathe to lathe. If you feel the need to do 
so advise the daily convenor and ensure the tool is returned to the 
correct lathe as soon as you finish using it. 
 

Due to the strong feelings being expressed by members if these problems 
continue it may be necessary to initiate action whereby the offending 
member is held accountable for lost/damaged equipment. It is not in the 
best interest of the members or the club to have to take such action 
however equally it is not in the best interests of members or the club to 
suffer the consequences of a lazy/negligent member. 
Your co-operation would be appreciated. 
 
Bob Young 
President 
June 2015 
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B S from the Bush 
Another month has gone by so quickly, end of another financial year and also the end of the 
12 months term for our Executive. I would like to think that there are many nominations for all 
the positions available, I don’t think so somehow, so the next best thing is hoping all positions 
are filled. If you don’t stand up to be counted, remember, it would be hard to be critical. I wish 
all those who put their hands up, the very best for the coming 12 months and sure you will do 
your best for the Club. 

Before going too far, I must thank my better half for doing the report last month. I knew the 
report was due but the builders need supervision (ha ha) and I had to help out. The last month 
has been a little crazy as well. The building work is coming to the end (thank goodness) but the 
final decisions have  to be made about colours of tile, wall paint and then what laundry 
tub/tap to have, what bathroom fittings, all very stressful. We have been working on different 
combinations over the past few months but when the final decision has to be made, we hope 
it all works out. 

I said to the Builder, I would do the cabinet work which is the kitchen, laundry and bathroom 
cabinets. If I might be a little modest and say I have done hundreds of kitchens as a cabinet 
maker for other people, one kitchen for myself and this one. World war 3 hasn’t broken out 
just yet but I am applying for a job at the UN as a negotiator. Only being out of the trade 5 to 6 
yrs (I think) a lot of things have changed in the way of materials used and fittings. The laundry 
is made ready to be installed, the kitchen has been drawn up, cutting list almost complete and 
cutting up started. Final benchtop colours have been decided on and the door colour so 
everything is going to be plain sailing from here on in. The tiler should have started last Friday 
but did not turn up, hope to see him tomorrow (6th). 

It was good to have Bob the plumber (there is a story there) and his wife Lynn visit us for a few 
days, now we have the Grandkids for a week so I must say work takes second place when it 
come to friends and family. As the winter is really upon us now, old Jack Frost has arrived each 
morning for the last couple of weeks and temperatures in the mornings as low as -2 degrees. 
Jumped into the car around 8.30 in the morning yesterday and it was -1 and warmed up to 0 
degrees in town. Tried to take photos of Old Jack but they don’t appear too flash. 

Chris and I are looking forward to seeing a lot of you next weekend (that will be last weekend 
when you read this) as we are coming to Sydney partly due to the AGM but mainly because 
our eldest Granddaughter  is off to America as she won a scholarship in soccer over there. She 
could be there for 6 months or hopefully, if she does well, 3yrs. 

 Looking forward to a great demo with Ken Cooper and hope for a 
good turnout for the AGM.  See you there.  

 

 Chris and I have recently joined the Wellington Lions Club 
and got invited to a day in the bush and found out what bush 
cooking is all about. From the photo you can see the sausages 
being cooked, the damper in the oven, potatoes in foil and the 
billy on the go. A really good day in the bush. City people miss out 
on these luxuries!!! 

Ken Vodden 
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Terry Baker - June Maxi Day 

 Our Maxi Day with Terry Baker got underway a bit after 9 am and Terry was quick to 
point out that he likes to make plates and bowls that are functional and usable. He passed 
a plate around that he made in 1984 and it still gets used most days.  I agreed with Terry 
when he said it’s nice to be able to make 
something nice, sign the bottom and give it 
away as a gift, either to a friend or family 
member.  

 As a safety warning Terry made us aware 
of dust. After bandsaws and things coming off 
the lathe, dust is a major concern. Always wear 
a dust mask when sanding. 

Terry turned a plate out of Rosewood, one 
of his favourite woods and used a power 
sander up to 320 or 400 grit.  The finish he 
likes to use is Feast Watsons Proof Seal 
mixed 1/3 to 2/3 of Metho, brush or wipe 
on, followed by Danish Oil. A nice result. 

  

He followed that up by making a large shallow 
bowl out of Sydney Blue Gum sanded and 
finished the same way. He always uses 
faceplates rather than recesses for larger work 
for safety. He also tried to instill on us how 
important it is to draw your shape on paper and 
see what options you have before getting too 
far into the project. This is something I have to 
train myself to do as I tend to start turning and 
then develop a shape as I go.  

 We had a break about here for lunch and Fiona and Manny didn't let the hungry 
crowd down, as usual, by putting on a lovely spread. Everything was very nice and there 
was plenty to go around. Thank you again.  

 Show and Tell followed with Terry giving his critique on the various items on display. 
(See Show and Tell photos on page 8) 

 After lunch Terry showed us some of his many pieces, some having won awards. 
Here we saw the “arty" side of Terry as most of his pieces were quite unusual. He 
encourages us to "have a go".  Try something new and challenging, something out of your 
comfort zone. That's how you move on. 
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He then talked about painting and 
demonstrated how he mixed colours to get 
different effects and also showed us how to 
apply gold leaf. 

 All in all a nice day, we thank Terry for 
coming down to the club and giving us some 
ideas to think about. I also want to thank the 
many members from the following clubs for 
supporting our demonstration and trust you 
took something away with you to better 
your woodworking. Visitors came from 

Northern Beaches, Hornsby, Central Coast and Newcastle. 

 Finally a thank you to our club members for their attendance.  

                                   Ron Fathers 
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Ray Smith       

                           Silky 0ak – Ash  

                            Danish Oil 

 

             

          Camphor Laurel &  

Baltic Pine 

        Jarrah         Danish Oil 

    Danish Oil 

 

 

Joe Farrugia 

                Various 

                Lacquer 

 

 

 

 

 

Graham Murray 

                                  Camphor 

                    Oil & Wax 

 

 

 

            Shaun Slater 

 

 

 

 

Red Cedar, Beech, New Guinea Rosewood       Pine   Jacaranda                    

               Mirotone                Shellawax             Shellawax 
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STRESS MANAGEMENT 
 

 
 
A young lady confidently walked around the room, with a raised glass of water, 
while explaining stress management to an audience. Everyone knew she was 
going to ask the ultimate question, 'half empty or half full?' ... 
 She fooled them all ... "How heavy is this glass of water?" she inquired with a 
smile. 
Answers called out ranged from 150g. to 500g. 
 She replied, "The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long I 
hold it. 
If I hold it for a minute, that's not a problem.  
If I hold it for an hour, I'll have an ache in my right arm.  
If I hold it for a day, you'll have to call an ambulance. 
In each case it's the same weight, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it 
becomes." She continued, "and that's the way it is with stress. If we carry our 
burdens all the time, sooner or later, as the burden becomes increasingly 
heavy, we won't be able to carry on."  
 
"As with the glass of water, you have to put it down for a while and rest before 
holding it again. When we're refreshed, we can carry on with the burden - 
holding stress longer and better each time practiced. 
So, as early in the evening as you can, put all your burdens down. Don't carry 
them through the evening and into the night ... Pick them up tomorrow. 
 
1. Accept the fact that some days you're the pigeon, and some days you're the 
statue!  
 
2 Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.  
 
3 Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it.  
 
4 Drive carefully... It's not only cars that can be recalled by their Maker.. 
 
5 If you can't be kind, at least have the decency to be vague  
 
6 If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably 
worth it.  
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7 It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to 
others.  
 
8 Never buy a car you can't push.  
 
9 Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, because then you won't 
have a leg to stand on.  
 
10 Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up and dance.  
 
11 Since it's the early worm that gets eaten by the bird, sleep late.  
 
12 The second mouse gets the cheese.  
 
13 When everything's coming your way, you're in the wrong lane.  
 
14 Birthdays are good for you. The more you have, the longer you live.  
 
16 Some mistakes are too much fun to make only once.  
 
17 We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, some are pretty and 
some are dull. Some have weird names and all are different colours, but they 
all have to live in the same box. 
18 A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour.  
 
19 Have an awesome day and know that someone has thought about you 
today  
          AND MOST IMPORTANTLY 
20 Save the earth ..... It's the only planet that has chocolate!* 
 
Quote of the month: 
 

Don't worry about avoiding temptation. As you grow older, it will 

avoid you. 
- Winston Churchill 

 
Must Fly 
Woodchip 
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I have wondered what it feels like 
To float and waft on air 

Slipping off the thermal stream 
With never thought or care 

 
Soaring over green fields 

Lifting on the breeze 
Hanging like a lost leaf 

Climbing now with ease 
 

My soul has wings of feeling  
My heart is so aware 

I notice things of beauty 
I always knew were there 

 
And now I get such pleasure 

From every sunlit day 
And every starry evening  

And every Milky Way 
 

So many rush from place to place 
Like Bees from flower to flower 

And miss out on the simple things 
Like sunshine through a shower  

 
Like dew drops on a petal 

Or ripples on a pool 
Or autumn leaves just drifting down 

Or log fires when it’s cool 
 

The tinkling sound of music  
The tear you just can’t hold 

The love that swells up in your heart 
That can’t grow faint or cold 
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The pride in watching offspring  
As they venture on this earth 

And use the things you taught them 
The love the joy the mirth 

 
That’s happiness 

as I’m aware I wish that all could see but  
maybe that’s too much to ask to let  

themselves be free 
 

Neil Guthrie  
 

 
BREED REPORT 

 
Recently Seven Hills High School invited the Breed mentors to a morning tea 
and certificate presentation in appreciation of their efforts and positive 
outcome of the program this year. The Principal Mr Greg Johnston expressed 
his gratitude pointing out the success of the program over the years and how 
the relationship between the school and our club has grown over time. The success 
of any program is only as good as the people behind it and to this we thank the 
School's Careers Advisor Tonnie Slater for her hard work and cooperation as without 
this the program would not be successful. 
After the school holidays and the beginning of term 3 we will be starting 
again with a new group of students and club organizer Barry Raxworthy. 

Please make them all welcome as you 
have in the past and offer any 
assistance when needed as it is always 
appreciated. 
I personally thank the Club Members, 
particularly the Mentors and the High 
School for all the combined efforts 
over the years which has had many 
success stories; it has been a very 
gratifying and rewarding experience. 
Thank you all. 

 
         Eddie C 
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A Reminder about Workshop Safety 
We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please 
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 

It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times; 
 Dust masks 
 Protective glasses 
 Suitable clothing 
 Footwear 
 Ear protection 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not 
doing the right thing. 
REMEMBER.................       It is your body and your limbs......... 
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THE BACK PAGE 
 
     Getting To Know Your Tools     Item 18         Finishing – Lacquers 
      
    When I started wood turning, I was amazed by all the different finishes 

available. I tried a lot of them and in the end I came back to the one I had been 
using in cabinet making and that was the one generally called lacquer. Lacquer 
was one of the worst environmental finishes around but must say it has 
improved dramatically over recent years. I am no chemist so know very little 
about the makeup of the product. The following information is only from 
experience and knowledge picked up in the trade. 

 
     The reason I choose lacquer is because it’s the most clearest of all the finishes I 

have tried. With segmented work, you are working with different colours of 
timber, so you want to keep the crispness of the colour variations. If the finish 
being used has a yellow tint to it, which most of them do, that puts a yellow 
tint over the job being finished, blending the colours and does not look good. It 
is not so important when you are finishing a single timber job. 

 
      There are a few manufacturers of lacquer; the one I like is produced by  

Mirotone. There is a precatalised lacquer and a two pack version. Precatalised 
lacquer is the one a lot of furniture manufacturers’ use on the cheaper 
furniture. It stands up to a lot of wear and tear, is moisture resistant and 
resistant to a lot of acids. The two pack version is a far superior finish. It comes 
in two containers, one being the lacquer and the other the catalyst, thus it 
being called two pack. You mix the two together proportionately and that 
mixture will last a few hours, I have had it last up to a couple of days. The 
lacquer is used on surfaces which take a lot of wear and tear such as timber 
kitchen doors and benchtops (although there is a better, polyurethane lacquer, 
used for benchtops but I am not going there). 

 
      When you put the above lacquers into a woodturning situation, the single pack 

or precatalsed lacquer will take all the punishment required for most turned 
items. It can be thinned with recommended lacquer thinner which, by the way, 
comes in a slow, medium and fast drying, depending on what time of year it is 
or what size of area you are working on. 

      
    When applying a lacquer it is recommended that it should be sprayed on, thus 

requiring a spray gun and all the gear that goes with it. This is because in the 
majority of cases, lacquer is used in a larger manufacturing situation, creating a 
lot of fumes by spraying large areas quickly therefore the need of a spray booth 
is required. 
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                                          ( continued from page 15) 
     In woodturning, the situation is much different for most of us. Small items are 

being coated so no need of a spray gun, use a good quality fine bristle brush, 
although a spray gun is better. Good ventilation is essential together with an 
appropriate face mask and run any extractor you have. 

 
      These lacquers come in different gloss levels. Mirotone’s lacquer usually 

comes in 10, 30, 50 and 90% gloss levels. This is where personal preferences 
start happening. The way I approach my finishing is, normally I use 30% gloss 
level,  thin it to its maximum which is 30%, spray one coat, cut it back hard 
(sand at 180/240 grit), put a 2nd coat on then a decision on the gloss level is 
required. After the 2nd coat, a light sand is required and one of two things, a 
light buff with 0000 steel wool and a cotton cloth, just to lift the heat a little, 
not too much, just enough, this increases the gloss level a little and with only 
two coats the surface protection is there and it still looks and feels like timber. 
For a higher gloss level and a fuller, smoother finish, apply an extra coat at 
least, cutting the 2nd coat harder (240 grit) to a smoother finish. With the extra 
1 or 2 coats, the item can be sanded a little harder and the last coat should be 
buffed with 0000 steel wool and instead of a cotton cloth use a little triple P or 
finer grit. This will bring up a higher gloss level but still using 30% gloss level 
lacquer. With this lacquer, it is possible to get about 4 coats on in a day.  
Allowing approximately 2 hours between coats, depending on weather 
condition. 

 
     That is the way I tend to approach lacquer finishing. I saw a demo by a well 

known turner from the Central Coast called Ron Gibbs, he used to thin the 
lacquer to about 80%, keep the item on the lathe, apply the lacquer by cloth 
and by keeping the lathe turning, could dry the lacquer within minutes and so 
put another coat on. He used to apply, I think about 10 coats in very short time 
and build up to a very nice finish. 

 
      Lacquer finishing is very quick, the clarity is fantastic and it will hold up to 

most kinds of abuse. You do have to be a little careful on the application in 
regards to fumes and putting an even coat over the turning. 

 
      It’s the best. Give it a go. 
       
            Ken Vodden 

         
 
Note. As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is 

true of wood turning. These articles are the results of my reading article publications. 
 


